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The subject of this paper is an investigation of the collections of Chilopoda 
in the National Natural History Museum, Sofia, from Bulgaria and Greece 
(Western Thrace), studied by IO p h h h i (1904) and V e r h o e f f (1928). 
These two authors give data on 17 species and subspecies. Mentioned here are 
only those newly described species or subspecies which turned out to be new 
synonyms of already known species, as well as inaccurately determined species. 

IO p h h h u (1904) refers to Eupolybothrus grossipes C. Koch (quoted 
by him as Lithobius grossipes C. Koch) as to a widespread species in Bul¬ 
garia. The author mentions that this species was found in the Osogovo Moun¬ 
tains, the Rila Mountains, the Rhodopes and the Sredna Gora Range. However, 
specimens No 21 in the collection, collected on 22 July 1898 from Turia, Sred¬ 
na Gora, given by J u r i n i c h as Lithobius grossipes C. Koch, turned 
out to be one male and one female Eupolybothrus transsylvanicus (L a t r.). 
The author’s own words in the same article, that all specimens found by him 
are without exception with a singlenail at the last pair of feet 1 , are confirmation 
of the erroneous determining of E. grossipes by K) p h h h m. No other author 
has mentioned any find of E. grossipes in Bulgaria so far and this species should 
be deleted from the faunal list of the country. This species is known in Austria, 
South Germany, and Switzerland. 

Verhoeff (1928) expresses doubts on the status of the taxon Scolo- 
pendra cingulata thracia still when describing it as a new subspecies (after a 
single specimen): „ . . . Erst weitere Funde konnen entscheiden, ob es sich 
hier wirklich um eine lokale Rasse handelt, oder nur urn ein abnormes Indi- 
viduum“. This specimen (No 18 in the collection: West Thrace, Badoma, Dede- 
agac, April 20, 1914, leg. 1. Bures) is in fact a young 5. cingulata (L a t r.). 
Thus, Scolopendra cingulata thracia Verhoeff, 1928 is a new synonym 
of Scolopendra cingulata (L a t r e i 1 1 e, 1829). 

A male specimen Lithobius forficatus (L.) (Rila, Cam Koria, the present- 
day resort Borovec, 1. VIII. 1924, leg. I. Bures), No 7 in the collection, is 
given by Verhoeff (1928) as Lithobius forficatus parietum V e r h. Ano¬ 
ther specimen, No 9 in the collection (Strandza, Vurgari, 3. IV. 1922, leg. I. 
Bures), also designated L. forficatus parietum , turned out to be a female of 
Lithobius bulgaricus V e r h. 

So far Lithobius parietum V er h. was known from a cave near Lovec, 
from Varna and Rila Mts. The examination of unidentified multipede mate¬ 
rial from the National Natural History Museum, Sofia, established two other 
localities of this species in Bulgaria: Vitosa Mt. (above Bistritsa, 1800 m 
a.s.l.), and Burgas. 

Eason (1983) has established that the female specimen from the Bri¬ 
tish Museum (Natural History), designated by Verhoeff as Lithobius borisi 

1 The last pair of feet of E. grossipes end in a double nail. 
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Verh., Cotype, Bulgaria, Verhoeff, Coll. B.M. (N.H.) Reg. No 1928, 7, 
5.1., belongs to the species Lithobius erythrocephalus C. K o c h. The 5 other 
specimens revised from the type series, No 12 in the collection of the National 
Natural History Museum, Sofia, designated by Verhoeff “ Lithobius borisi n. 
sp. (Pirin Mountains, Kameniti Vrah, 2750 m a.s.l.,.July 4th, 1924)“ are in 
fact 3 females, one damaged, and one young specimen of Lithobius erythroce¬ 
phalus ; one of these females is designated by G. Ribarov as lectotype of L. 
borisi . Therefore Lithobius borisi Verhoeff, 1928 is a new synonym of 
Lithobius erythrocephalus C. K o c h, 1847. 

Based on 13 males and one female from the Rila Mts. (near Saragyol Lake, 
2500 m, June 20, 1926, leg. I. Bures), Verhoeff (1928) provides the description 
of the new subspecies Lithobius borisi rylaicus. Five relatively young male spe¬ 
cimens of this series are kept under No 17 in the collection of the National 
Natural History Museum, Sofia. These specimens were identified as Lithobius 
erythrocephalus C. Koch. The question whether Lithobius rylaicus Ver¬ 
hoeff is an independent taxon cannot be resolved as its description differs 
from the characteristics of Lithobius erythrocephalus. Besides that L. rylaicus 
has been reported in Czechoslovakia (Folkmanova, 1947; 1949, after 
3ajieccKan, 1978), as well as in the USSR, the Transcarpathian region 
(K y hi h h p, 1957, after 3 a ji e c c k a a, 1978). 

REFERENCES 

Eason, E. 1983. The identity of the European and Mediterranean species of Lithobiidae 
(Chilopoda) described by K. \V. Verhoeff and now represented by material preserved 
in the British Museum (Natural History). — J . Zool 77, No 2, 111-144. 
Verhoeff, K. 1928. Ober Chilopoden aus Bulgarien, gesammelt von Herrn Dr. I\v. 
Buresch. — H3b. Ebjit. eiiT. a-bo, 4, 115-124. 

3ajieccK3H, H. 1978. Onpe^ejiHTejib MuoroHO/KeK-KOCTH hok CCCP. M., Hayica. 104 c. 
R) p h h h i[, C t. 1904. npnifoc k*lm 6™ rapcnaia chayna na cTOHonne (Myriapoda). — 
C6. Hy, 20, 1—14. 

Received May 31, 1984 

Author’s address: 

Dr. Georgi K. Ribarov 

Museum of History, Nature Department, 

8600 Yambol, Bulgaria 


O HEKOTOPbIX BHAAX CHILOPODA (MYRIAPODA), 
OnYEJlHKOBAHHblX C. fOPHHHHEM H K. VERHOEFF 

Teopni Pn6apoB 

(P e 3 io m e) 

npe;yiaraeMaH paSoTa bhocht BKjia/t b BbiHCHCHHe BH^oBoro cocTaBa rpynnbi 
Chilopoda (Myriapoda) b Bojirapun h 3anaAHOH OpaKiin. npn npocMOTpe MaTe- 
pnajioB, onpeAejieiiHbix h onySjiHKOBaHHbix IO p h h h h e m (1904) h Ver¬ 
hoeff (1928), ycTaHOBJieHo, hto bha Lithobius borisi Verhoeff abjia- 
eTCH HOBbiM chhohhmom Lithobius erythrocephalus C. Koch. Hoabha Scolo - 
pertdra cingulata thracia Verhoeff — HOBbin chhohhm Scolopendra cin- 
gulata (L a t r e i 1 1 e), a biia EupolybothrusgrossipesC. Koch HenpaBHjib- 
ho oripeAejien IO p h h h h e m (1904) n b achctbh Te ji b hocth ao chx nop ne 
o6Hapy>Ken b BoJirapun. nnTb mojioamx ocoSeft Lithobius erythrocephalus C. 
Koch onpeAeJieHbi Verhoeff (1928) xax HOBbin noABiiA — Lithobius 
borisi rylaicus. JX sa 3K3eMnjinpa, o6o3HaqeHHbie Verhoeff (1928) Kan Li¬ 
thobius forficatus parietum, 0Ka3ajincb Lithobius forficatus (Linnaeus) n 
Lithobius bulgaricus Verhoeff. 


